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PLANNING WITH/FOR
CULTURAL HERITAGE
In the perspective of providing indications on how to proceed with
the design of an action plan for the enhancement of Culture and
Cultural Heritage (C&CH).
• It is to understand the evolution of the approach towards the
contextualization of tangible and intangible assets into a strategic
planning process triggered at urban and territorial scale.
• This approach is no more strictly technical and hierarchical, but it
implies the involvement of the diverse stakeholders playing a role
at the local level.
• Moreover, it is to consider that research activities are an integral
part of the definition of the design principles.

CULTURAL HERITAGE: AN OPERATIONAL
DEFINITION FOR USE AND
CONSUMPTION BY URBAN PLANNERS
In approaching the design of a strategic plan focussed on
Cultural Heritage, it is important to define how this should be
considered in order to have a comprehensive approach to the
design process. The following definition can set the limits
within it is possible to operate with Cultural Heritage in the
context of a strategic plan:
The Cultural Heritage is the set of tangible and intangible assets,
both inherited from the past and created in the contemporaneity,
both human and natural, that through the selection operated by
current societal values are considered
• to be preserved,
• to be openly used for educational purposes and
opportunities to learn
• to be promoted as driver for sustainable development.

RELEVANCE OF CULTURAL
HERITAGE IN PLANNING CITIES’
STRATEGIES
In this time of ever-increasing urbanization, the cultural heritage plays a relevant
role in sketching development strategies for the contemporary city.
This is extensively documented by supranational institutions; among these it is
worth remembering:
• The UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO),
• the United Nations (UN),
• the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS),
• the international Centre for the Study of the Preservation and Restoration of
Cultural Property (ICCROM)
• UN Habitat.
Many other supranational institutions taking care of urban sustainable
development have in their objectives programmes and actions related to the
cultural heritage preservation and valorisation.

In the 60’s we basically have a Material-based Approach. The
conservation of heritage is in the hands of heritage authorities
(mostly state appointed, Venice Charter 1964) and the local
community input is not reflected in the practices: Mainly an
expert driven approach, giving extreme focus on the
preservation of the material/fabric of a monument
At the end of 90’s gets relevance the Value-based Approach. It
is the current most preferred approach to Heritage
Management. Largely based on the Burra Charter (ICOMOS, it
focuses on the values that society (consisting of various
stakeholders) ascribes to heritage. Through this approach the
“community” is placed at the core of the management process.
At the beginning of this century, another approach took place:
The Living Heritage (ICCROM). The Living Heritage is
characterized by the concept of “continuity”; the continuity of a
heritage site’s original function or “the purpose for which they
were originally intended” and the continuity of community
connections (continuity of a core community).
The core community is also responsible for the continuous care of
the heritage through traditional or established means (continuity
of care).

Time as a cyclical concept

Time as a linear concept

CULTURAL HERITAGE IS
NOT JUST A QUESTION
OF OBJECTS

From the perspective of a strictly architectural approach linked to tangible
cultural heritage (the buildings, the object, from antiquity to the contemporary
of late modernity), the relationship with heritage is played around three
cornerstones: design, technology, and cultural value. Urban planning, as a
science of development and society, must consider economic, social aspects
and the correct use of resources. The stakeholders (the builders of the
partnerships, which must also include citizens, the "people" component)
become crucial (in terms of local rooting initiatives and making them
“community led”)

CULTURAL HERITAGE: FROM
PARLOR CHAT TO PARTICIPATORY
PROCESS

Stakeholders are a crucial part for the success
of an Action Plan addressing C&CHissues.
• The Action Plan should aim at setting up a
network of multi-layered stakeholders (MLS)
who will both contribute and benefit from
the planning process and findings related to
the specific tangible and intangible assets
considered in the specific scale of action
(neighbourhood, city, metropolitan area…).
• Alongside a vertical chain of stakeholders,
all the stakeholders who fall into a specific
area of
• action of the plan must be considered, this
level of analysis is relevant for the success of
an Action Plan as it brings into play the
proximity interests that they are mediated by
the stakeholders who make up the local
network of horizontal governance.

AN INTEGRATED APPROACH TO CULTURAL HERITAGE
The integrated approach can act at
different urban scales, from the
neighborhood to the metropolitan area.

The conceptual context is that of a placebased approach, that means harmonizing
those assets characterizing the vertical and
horizontal governance in clearly defined
spatial setting.
For an action plan, in every case it is
important that each single phase is
involving:
1. The proper stakeholders,
2. the competent governance layers
(representing the diverse sectoral
policies)
3. the diverse professional competencies
(multidisciplinary applied knowledge)

CULTURALE HERITAGE: DESIGNING FOR THE CITY
In the representation of the plan to the three structuring steps
(analysis and knowledge of the territory,
structuring of the participatory path with the stakeholders and
identification of priorities) we can associate graphic evidence
that helps to understand how to visualize the path construction
of the plan, from the cognitive moment to the territorial
location of the problems up to the organization of priorities.
This identifies an effective modality that links to
the methodological phases of the categories of representation:
1. the consolidated maps (the state of play),
2. the maps of current issues,
3. and the potentialities embedded in the place that can be
developed (state of art)

CASE STUDIES

Main Coordinator: Municipality of
Bologna (COBO)
Scientific Coordinator: University of
Bologna (UNIBO)

ROCK develops an innovative, collaborative and circular systemic approach for
regeneration and adaptive reuse of historic city centres. By implementing a
repertoire of successful heritage-led regeneration initiatives, it will test the
replicability of a set of spatial approaches and successful models addressing the
specific needs of historic city centres.
ROCK will transfer the Role Models blueprint to the Replicators, adopting a
cross-disciplinary mentoring process and defining common protocols and
implementation guidelines. ROCK will deliver new ways to access and experience
Cultural Heritage [CH] ensuring environmental sound solutions, city branding,
bottom-up participation via living labs. ICT sensors and tools will support the
concrete application of the ROCK principles and the interoperable platform will
enable new ways to collect and exchange.

ROCK project

CH – 3 key pillars:
ACCESSIBILITY = AUTONOMY
SUSTAINABILITY = TRANSITION
COLLABORATION = ALLIANCE
ROCK Scenarios & IMP

The ROCK approach:
a circular model
ROCK aims to demonstrate
how historical cities can
become laboratories to test
new models of urban
development

Market Place with ROCK tools
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ISTER

ConnectIng hiSTorical Danube rEgions Roman routes
In Latin, the Danube was variously known as Danubius, Danuvius or as Ister
Before the Romans had reached the river, it was little-known, and the Greeks
had two names: the western part, about which they learned from travelers
who visited the Greek towns along the Adriatic shores, they called Danube,
but the eastern part, which they discovered through Thrace, was
known as Ister or Hister.

CONTEXT
What if the Roman roads were the lines of a subway,
built to unite the entire Mediterranean with the rest
of Europe, Africa and South-East Asia?

Roman Empire’s
ancient road system
into a subway map
(Sasha Trubetskoy)
.

A SINGLE LARGE
CITY, ranging from
London to
Damascus, which
unites the heart of
black Africa with
the Danube forests

This map shows how much Roman civilization contributed to
shaping a single cultural space in which all the different cultures
that made it up contaminated each other.
16.07.2020
https://www.calvertjournal.com/articles/show/8604/maps-by-sasha-trubetskoy-where-the-roman-empire-meets-the-underground
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RELEVANCE
• Relevant territorial coverage of PP and ASPs, following the ancient Roman
Route from Porolissum to Rome

16.07.2020
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ISTER PARTNERS

ISTER AP

ISTER RELEVANCE
The current Europe is defining too a right of citizenship, but there is a gap
between EU regions, in terms of territorial capital and development assets and
capability, and the privileges and the consciousness of the European citizens in
the different area of this again united civilitas (the society of citizens, that is of
the inhabitants of the city as a political community) that we call European
Union
http://www.interreg-danube.eu/approved-projects/ister

The ISTER project is above all a territorial governance project that wants to work on local
development and on the rebalancing of the development gaps that characterize Danubian
Europe. Starting symbolically from a common infrastructure, the Roman roads, or our
common cultural heritage. Cultural assets, intangible and material, to be rediscovered and
used as catalysts of multi-actor aggregations that can think of a coherent and sustainable
development.

ISTER OBJECTIVES
Overall objective: rediscover and revive the ancient network
of roads and settlements developed by Romans along DR and
design eco-cultural routes out of it leveraging on three key
pillars:

1) Knowledge
buildings & policy
integration

16.07.2020

2) Enhanced
physical and nonphysical
accessibility

3) Common
Branding strategy
for shared
valorization of the
newly created
Roman ecocultural Route

1) Adopting a multi-layered governance
chain aimed at strengthening knowledge
framework and institutional capacities of
DR actors through capacity building and
collective knowledge mapping;
2) Using advanced tools and technologies
for enhancing non-physical accessibility,
visibility and valorisation of Roman routes
and settlements network, laying the
foundation for a thematic cultural route
based on Roman heritage with a narrative
function, reviving ancient assets and
promoting non-renewable and fragile,
but yet unexplored and unexploited
Roman legacy;
3) Acquiring the shift from old policy
approaches (protection through isolation)
to new, integrative methods for
improving the policy and regulatory
23
framework in Danube crossed-regions.
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Cultural Heritage and the Sustainable Development Goals
Although none of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) focuses exclusively on cultural heritage, the resulting
Agenda includes explicit reference to heritage in SDG 11.4 and
indirect reference to other Goals.

11.4 strengthen efforts to protect and
safeguard the world’s cultural and natural
heritage
Achievement of international targets shall happen at local and
national level, and therefore, it is crucial to understand how
interventions on local heritage are monitored nationally,
therefore feeding into the sustainable development
framework.

Tourism and the Sustainable Development Goals
The historic agreement among world leaders at the United
Nations in 2015 on a universal 2030 Agenda for sustainable
Development committed all countries to pursue a set of 17
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) that would lead to a
better future for all. The bold agenda sets out a global
framework to end extreme poverty, fight inequality and
injustice, and fix climate change until 2030.
Tourism has the potential to contribute, directly or indirectly to
all of the goals. In particular, it has been included as targets in
Goals 8, 12 and 14 on
• inclusive and sustainable economic growth,
• sustainable consumption and production (SCP) and
• the sustainable use of oceans and marine resources,
respectively.

https://tourism4sdgs.org/
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Principles and tools
CH & SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
• Local involvement: inclusive and transparent
process of mapping community values and
heritage knowledge, local capacity-building,
empowerment, locally based interpretation and
ownership, decentralization of authority and
citizen involvement, proactive support by local
government and best practice models
adaptation;
• Education and training: sustainability and
sustainable consumer education, innovative
learning methods and skills training for
professionals, conservation ethics education,
tourism awareness education;

Principles and tools
CH & SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
• Shift toward sustainability – centered tourism
management and practice: priority on sustainability
before short-term economic interests, modification of
tourism production, structure and consumption,
changing focus from marketing to critical conservation;
• Integrated planning and management: shift from
reactive C&CH planning to proactive and integrated
planning, employment of innovative managerial tools,
multi-agency and multi-disciplinary approach;
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